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John Gray: Commentary on Matter 12 
New Housing Development Proposals 

I shall commence my brief presentation by saying that it is not my intention to 
introduce any new objections or evidence with regard to the proposed housing 
developments intended to access Green Lane (EWL020) and Holywell Road (EWL017) 
in Ewloe, but to outline some reflections on the objections already presented by myself 
and other residents and, to do so in the light of the Gunning Principles – particularly, 
Principle 4: ‘conscientious consideration’ must be given to the consultation responses before a 
decision is made. 

What I want to say here is that given the Flintshire County Council’s (FCC) responses 
so far and what seems to be their determination at all costs, to build on the said lands 
we are contesting, then it is questionable as to whether they really took consultation 
responses into account. After all, anybody can say they have listened to or read what 
people have to say on a particular issue, and then proceed to act in the way they 
originally intended. Politicians do this all the time. In other words, the best “evidence” 
of taking responses into account is by taking them seriously, and that means acting in 
our favour on at least some of them, or maybe all, when the objections are strong 
enough. I maintain that our group has raised some very important issues. 

An example of FCC’s somewhat cavalier approach has been in connection with Green 
Lane and Holywell Road and the significantly increased traffic numbers which will 
be generated by the substantial additions of housing at EWL020 and EWL017, and 
their effect not only on Green Lane and Holywell Road but also on Old Mold Road. 
Of particular concern to my household has been the impact at Ewloe Green School 
which is already choked at school arrival and leaving times. Significant additional 
traffic will enormously increase the risk of accidents at this location. Given the number 
of schoolchildren and parents the pavements are not very wide either. 

On raising the matter at FCC’s local consultation meeting in 2019, we were told that 
this was not a problem as the roads and junction could be widened or redesigned. 
Such response is not only cosmetic but fatuous as no amount of redesign is going to 
reduce the actual increase in the number of vehicles even if it speeds up their 
movement. 

Another instance of FCC’s approach has been to say that all objections must be 
evidence based. The general public, however, does not have available all the technical 
data that FCC possesses but that does not mean that it’s perspectives have no merit, 
for people can understand very well what these proposed housing developments will 
mean for the roads, the environment, local services (schools, doctors) and the sewerage 
system which by many accounts is already rickety. Frankly, this evidence based 
stipulation comes across as more an attempt to supress dissent – all of which runs 
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counter to Gunning Principle 4: ‘conscientious consideration’ must be given to the 
consultation responses before a decision is made. 

Penultimately, thanks to the sterling work of Councillor Dave Mackie, we have been 
made aware of the fact the number of houses already constructed, about to be 
constructed and proposed in Ewloe totals 523. (I shall leave Councillor Mackie to give 
a detailed breakdown of the numbers as we have been working together.) However, 
the point is that Ewloe is listed as Local Service Centre (LSC) and not a Main Service 
Centre (MSC) such as Mold, Buckley, Connah’s Quay and Flint. Despite this fact, 
Mold, as an MSC, only has a stated development for 406 houses. For an LSC to exceed 
in number the houses built in an MSC by some 117 is totally at odds with the concepts 
of LSCs and MSCs.  

Lastly, it seems then, that it is FCC’s intention to turn Ewloe into the proverbial 
“dump”- overly built up, over populated and heavily trafficked (which cannot in any 
way be construed to be good or sensitive environmental design). All of this is not an 
indication that FCC has given conscientious consideration to the veritable avalanche 
of objections raised to the said proposed developments by Ewloe residents. 

I thank you for listening to my presentation. 
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