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What is the Local Access Forum (LAF) ?

The Flintshire Local Access Forum is a statutory body established as the County’s Local Access
Forum under section 94 of the Countryside and Rights of Way (CROW) Act 2000, to provide
advice on access to the countryside. The primary purpose of the Forum is to provide advice
to Flintshire County Council, and other bodies, such as the Welsh Government, Natural
Resources Wales, Community Council’s and other government department as appropriate, on
how to make the countryside more accessible and enjoyable for open air recreation, in ways
which address social, economic and environmental interests.

The Forum meets four times a year to receive and consider presentations and reports from
members of the Forum and external speakers. Responses and comments on consultations and
issues arising are delivered as to help Flintshire County Council and other bodies to improve
countryside access for the benefit of local communities.

Forum Membership

The Forum membership is for a three-year period and the Council (as the appointing
authority) must appoint members to sit on the Forum. The Forum should comprise between
10 and 22 members, including the Chair and Vice Chair (who are selected from LAF members
by the forum itself). In appointing Forum members, the authority must ensure that there is a
reasonable balance between the interest of users of rights of way and access land, and the
owners and occupiers of access land or land over which public rights of way subsist.

In addition, the authority should seek to ensure that fair balance between persons of different
genders, races, ages, disabilities, and other characteristics.

The Regulations also provide for observers from the Welsh Assembly Government and Natural
Resources Wales to attend Forum meetings. In addition, the Chair can invite other observers
to Forum meetings to advise on specialist topics or to represent interests.




Introduction to members of the LAF and their interests.

ulian Pellatt - Chair. Julian worked in the local authority sector at director level, with
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The Year Reviewed
Meeting Diary
5th LAF Meeting — Wepre Park Garden Room.

13 People in attendance and 7 apologies.

Members reviewed the first year of the LAF. They carried out a discussion on future agenda
items such as interaction with the planning department. Received a presentation on the use
of the Countryside Access Management System (CAMS). An item on improving behaviours in
the countryside was discussed with member views on incidences of poor behaviours heard
with options to address them.

6'" LAF Meeting — Wepre Park Garden Room.
16 people in attendance and 3 apologies

Members were shown maps from the map consolidation review and had the opportunity to
discuss the process with officers. Topics of discussion for this meeting were ploughing and
cropping and accessibility on Public Rights of Way, members put forward issues they had and
solutions were found.

7" LAF Meeting — Wepre Park Garden Room.

11 people in attendance and 3 apologies.

Members were given an update on Access Barriers, having discussed it in 2023, looking into
solutions for improving accessibility on the Wales Coastal Path. Topic of discussion was a
budget update and impact this will have on the team. The meeting was closed with a review
of the chair and it was decided that everyone was happy with things how they are.

8t LAF Meeting — Wepre Park Garden Room.
15 people in attendance and 3 apologies.

Members were given an overview of the Welsh Government Access Improvement Grant,
which included an overview of the work the team had completed and highlighted the criteria
for 2025/26 funding. There was a presentation of the Hynet project. An update of the map
consolidation was given and members were asked their thoughts on making open sessions
available to view the maps. The meeting closed with ideas for future agenda items.
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New National Park
Forum members debated and responded to the
public consultation on the Welsh Government’s

————

North East Wales. e
The Welsh Government commissioned Natura
Resources Wales (NRW), as the Designating
Authority, to evaluate the case for creating a
fourth National Park in North East Wales based.
on the existing Clwydian Range and Dee Valley N
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), : — =
with potential areas encompassing parts of
Denbighshire and Flintshire.

e

Forum Members considered Linking
Connah’s Quay to the Wales Coast Path

— Walking, Wheeling & Cycling Survey.
Currently, accessible walking, wheeling and
Dweud eich L | cycling links between Connah’s Quay and the
Have your say |  Wales Coast Path are not well developed, with
the town largely separated from the Deeside
coast.
Working closely with Local Transport Projects
- the Council is inviting locals to put forward
their views on accessible walking, wheeling &
cycling issues in the area & ideas for
improvement.

Flintshire Coast Park ‘Connecting Coast to Countryside Project’

The Coast Park reaches across the Flintshire coast from Saltney to Talacre, taking in the
Northern Gateway and Garden City, Connah’s Quay and Shotton, Flint, Bagillt,
Greenfield, Llanerch-y-mor and Mostyn, and Gronant. The Flintshire Coast Park project
has benefited from £396,580.37 from Flintshire’s allocation of the UK Government
Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF), which further improved the Flintshire Coast and
connections with the surrounding countryside. The funding enabled Flintshire County
Council to create the building blocks for the Coast Park, including planting over 400
trees, improving and creating new footpaths, enhancing habitats for the protected
Natterjack Toad colony and creating a plan for the next 5 years.




For more information about the
Local Access Forum and how you
can get involved please contact
the Flintshire Local Access Forum:

rightsofway@flintshire.gov.uk
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